
“The Rescuer” experiment 

Guidelines for potential organizers of focus groups 

E-mail your questions and/or feedback here 
(or send to stonedovefisher@gmail.com) 

 

What is being proposed for your consideration? 

That you organize one focus group meeting (perhaps 5-8 people for 90 minutes) to 
discuss the transformative potential of two new ways to summarize and present the 
gospel, and (optional) that you report to SYNCx.org about the group either on the forms 
provided or verbally 

 

Role of the focus group leader 

STEPS DETAILS 
Decide whether to 

get involved 

Spend 10-20 minutes looking over the seven versions of the 

Rescuer story (16 pages total including intro notes) to get the idea 

of what the stories are and how they might help you change lives 

with the gospel. 

Optional: see more background info here 

Select 2 or 3 of the 

7 stories 

If the idea looks worth discussing in a focus group with some 

friends, prayerfully choose two of the seven versions of the 

Rescuer story to use in your group. 

Decide whether or 

not to use the 

“Epilogue” section 

An “Epilogue” is the last half-page of each version. The story 

proper is the first 1 ½ pages. The Epilogue reflects on the story and 

applies it. That may help or hurt the discussion. You decide. 

Set up the meeting ✓ Set an appropriate date and venue for your meeting.  

✓ Carefully select and recruit the people right for the group as 

you envision it. They might all be mature disciple-makers, 

new believers, or not-yet-believers. Probably 6-8 participants, 

but use your own judgment 

✓ Recruit a note-taker so you do not have to do that while you 

moderate. Note anything that seems important. 

Prepare for the 

meeting 

✓ Preview the suggested “Moderator’s Schedule and Template,” 

adjusting it as you see fit. 

✓ Prepare soft or hard copies of each version of the Rescuer 

story that you will discuss. Translate if needed 

✓ Remind the participants as the day approaches. If possible, 

make last-minute replacements for any who have to withdraw 

✓ If you are going to send survey data to SYNC.org (optional), 

make copies of the short survey of participants (Evaluation 

Form A). You may send your tally of the data or the copies for 

us to tally (send photos or snail mail as you prefer). 

Run the meeting Convene the meeting. The schedule is approximately as follows: 

https://www.syncx.org/your-feedback


• First 15 minutes - arrival, prayer, explain the focus group task 

(Optional: see additional background information for 

organizers, but do not bog the group down with too much) 

• Next 50 minutes – read and discuss your two selected versions 

of the Rescuer, 25 minutes each, which includes 5 minutes to 

read each version aloud.  

• Next 10 minutes – compare the two versions discussed 

• Last 15 minutes – use Evaluation Form A with all participants, 

invite closing comments, prayer 

Engage in the discussion as a peer with all the other participants, 

or as close to that as appropriate. Guard the time so that there is 

equal time for discussion of both versions. Otherwise your group’s 

comparative evaluation of the stories will favor the one that got 

more time, and the data will not be reliable. 

Report Fill out the organizer’s Evaluation Form B (different than the 

participants’ Form A, which you may or may not also fill out; your 

choice). Send to stonedovefisher@gmail.com. Also send the notes 

taken during the meeting by your assistant. 

Decide whether or 

how to follow up 

Take any follow-up action the Lord prompts you to take, 

individually or otherwise 

Send the last form If you give permission in your report (above), we will contact you 

about a month after your focus group to ask what came out of it 

and what you think about the experiment with the benefit of 

hindsight. 
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The Seven Versions of “The Rescuer” story 
by Stan Nussbaum 
All seven versions as of August 6, 2018. These are under ongoing revision. There will not be any “final” or “authoritative” copy. 

 

If you ask your friend what a movie was about, you will get a 30-60 second summary of a 

two-hour movie. That is what “The Rescuer” stories are—the Bible and the gospel in a page 

and a half. All seven contain the same seven themes in the same order (creation, Abraham (& 

OT), Christ, Pentecost, mercy, persecution, and Second Coming), but a different theme is 

dominant in each one. 

 

THE SEVEN VERSIONS Emphasis and probable context of use 

1. A Matter of Life or Death Creation – affirmation of life, joy, food, music, children, etc. 

2. Uprooted Roots in Abraham – where people are either rootless or too 

deeply rooted in their ethnicity 

3. The Freedom King Freedom (Passover, cross, resurrection) – for oppressed people 

or where people see God as a restrictor instead of a liberator 

4. The Mother of All Power 
Struggles 

Power of the Spirit – in power/fear cultures or in any setting 

where a person feels helpless 

5. Unforgivable Forgiveness – in guilt/forgiveness cultures 

6. Having What It Takes Carrying our cross – in honor/shame cultures and persecution 

situations, or as an anti-dote to the Prosperity Gospel 

7. Best Vision Ever Christ’s return – where people have no hope or their hope is in 
the wrong place 

Please note: The seven versions above do not build on each other like chapters in a book. You may read 

just one or start anywhere and read in any order. 

 

The stories serve three purposes, depending how and where you use them:  

• Give recent converts the big picture of Scripture as a framework for life transformation 

• Clarify the gospel and “Christianity” for curious or confused non-believers 

• Help long-time superficial converts realize what the transforming gospel really is 
 

The summaries could be unpacked in a series of conversations or studies, but this focus group 

is only about the first point in a relationship when the story as a whole is introduced to an 

open person or group. The summaries are not intended for first-time evangelistic 

conversations with strangers—way too much information! 
 

Each version of “The Rescuer” is two pages long. In all versions, the body of the story is 1 ½ 

pages, followed by a ½ page “Epilogue” that gives the implications for those who already are 
saying “I’m in,” and for those who have not yet said that. The implications are spelled out in five 

“yes” affirmations covering the same five topics in the same order but worded differently in each 

version.  
 

The final paragraph of each epilogue is framed around Jesus’ declaration of the good news, using 

the same declaration wording as was used in the body of that version of the story. Those who are 

not yet believers are then invited to ask questions about the story or the affirmations in the 

epilogue.  
 

OFFICIAL PERMISSION TO CUSTOMIZE THE STORY:  Believe it or not, you are free to 

make edits to any or all of these stories before your focus group discusses them. You may smooth 

out any rough spots or strengthen any weak spots, should you wish to invest the time it will take. 

Your changes will not invalidate the results of your focus group. Just send us a copy of the 

version you actually used so we can consider the edits you made. Those edits are valuable data 

that will help the experiment along.  



A Matter of Life and Death  
(version 1 of “The Rescuer”) 

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for 

each SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Life 

Season” version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please 

do not discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become 

a distraction. 

 
God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world with life 

everywhere, but people are tricked into thinking he is still 

withholding something from them so they take and try for 

themselves the one thing he warned was poisonous. Sure 

enough, death gets loose and the world gets ugly with shame, violence, abuse, and funerals.  

 
But God does not give up. He takes things to a new level. Through Abraham, he creates a whole 

God-tribe to show all the other tribes the key to life. All they have to do is trust God more than 

they trust their own judgment and their own desires. 

 

Down through the centuries, we see a whole string of rescue stories for Abraham and his 

descendants like Joseph, Moses, David, Elijah, and Esther. God saves their lives when they trust 

him. Things do not go so well for those who trust their own judgment, but I’m not going into all 

those details right now. 

 

During the ups and downs of Abraham’s descendants, God keeps sending prophets with one main 
message—sometime, somehow, the Real GOD will send the ultimate Rescuer, the King of Life, 

the most important descendant of Abraham ever. 

 

This is Jesus, the “Messiah,” the one-of-a-kind God-person. God sends him to earth through 

Mary, and it’s perfect. Even his name means, “The Real GOD rescues.” 

 

He tells the whole nation descended from Abraham, “This is it! God is bringing heaven’s life to 

earth now! Follow me and see what I mean.” Many are thrilled to follow him but the leaders 

think he is a fake, and things get very dangerous for him. He sees death coming, and he has to 
decide whether he will trust God’s judgment and accept death or trust his own judgment and look 

for a way out.  

 

He trusts God but he gets arrested and executed on a cross anyway! What is happening? Where is 

his rescuer? 

 

But here is the best part of the story—God the Father rescues him out of the grave, body and all. 

For 40 days Jesus keeps showing up alive and explaining what is going on. Then the Father takes 

him to heaven and installs him as King of the universe. It’s like God is saying, “This is how I 

treat people who totally trust me.” 
 

And do you know the first thing Jesus does as King? He sends his Spirit, life, and power down 

into his followers, giving them all a role in blessing the world. Jesus sends them out, radiating 

life, showing and telling that he really is the Messiah, the key to forgiveness and life 

for everybody everywhere including right here right now. 
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Not all these messengers are physical descendants of Abraham, but they all become his spiritual 

descendants It is like they have been born all over again, this time with the “Abraham gene.” 

Now they can trust God more than their own judgment. 

 
Some people eagerly ask for that gene, and they get it. Others can’t bring themselves to trust God 

quite that far. Some even see Jesus as a threat to life as they know it. They try to shut the messengers 

up, but it doesn’t work. The messengers are able to show the same mercy and courage Jesus 

showed when he was tortured. His life keeps bubbling up inside them no matter what. 

 

That’s how things stand for the time being, but when the set time comes, the Rescuer will come 

back to earth in person to destroy death and reconnect the whole world to God’s life once and for 

all. So that’s our story. That’s why we live the way we live and bless everybody we can bless. As 

Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, we are life-bringers, sneak previews of a world of life 

and peace. 

 

Epilogue (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 

 
If you have already said, “I’m in! Give me that Abraham gene and SYNC me with the Rescuer,” 

Jesus Christ has already rescued you from death and turned you into an agent of his Life.  

So let’s get the party started, celebrating with a huge “Yes” to all five of these things:  

 

1. Yes, God is proactively bringing heaven’s life to earth. He isn’t just keeping score and 
reacting to what we do. 

 
2. Yes, God’s whole life-giving plan revolves around Jesus, the Rescuer who makes earth 

more like heaven and less like hell. 
 

3. Yes, Jesus has put his Spirit, life, and power into me, plugging me into the God-
movement that goes all the way back to Abraham. 

 
4. Yes, I am taking my first life-giving step by the Spirit’s power—forgiving everybody for 

everything like Jesus has forgiven me. 
 

5. Yes, I realize I may be rejected, threatened, or attacked by people who don’t want the 
life I am bringing, but I am trusting Jesus and his Spirit to get me through the pain. 

 
If you have not yet said “I’m in. SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss about this story 

before you would say “yes” to these things?  

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He moves into your life, frees 

you from the death-grip of evil, and sends you out as part of the life-giving plan that started with 

Abraham. That is what the rest of your life will be about—finding out what Jesus meant by “God 

is bringing heaven’s life to earth now.”  

 

You won’t get to run your own life or build your own kingdom any more, but you will be more 
alive and better SYNCed than you have ever been, and you will bring life to your world.  

https://www.syncx.org/sync-me
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Uprooted 
(version 2 of “The Rescuer”)  

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for 

each SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Roots 

Season” version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please 

do not discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become 

a distraction. 

 
God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world, perfectly 

inter-connected and peaceful. He walks and talks with the 

first humans, Adam and Eve. He puts everything at their 

fingertips. They just pick and eat. 

 

But wouldn’t you know it, they sneakily try the fruit of the only tree he said not to eat from. They 
do not trust God enough to know what is good for them. Shamed and uprooted from their 

paradise, they discover labor, pain, and fear. 

 

Centuries go by, and things keep falling apart. Humans cannot re-root themselves in God or 

recover the kind of life they had. So God steps in. He chooses a man named Abraham to be the 

new root of a new nation.  

 

The first thing God does to Abraham is to uproot him! He tells him to leave his homeland and go 

to a land that will be the inheritance of the nation that will come from him, and Abraham does it 

even though he is already old and has no children. He believes God’s promise that he will have 
descendants as uncountable as “sand on the seashore,” and they will be the key to bringing God’s 

blessing to the whole world. 

 

Over the centuries, it gradually comes true. Abraham’s grandson Jacob has twelve sons, and each 

becomes the father of an entire clan. God roots the new nation in the region he had promised 

Abraham, and he gives them one command above all others: 

“No fake gods. I am the Real GOD, the God of Abraham, and you are mine.” 

 

They promise to stay true to their roots in Abraham but they soon start worshiping the fake gods 
along with the Real GOD. He warns them through his prophets, but they don’t listen. Without 

God’s protection, they get uprooted again and transplanted into a foreign land, Babylon.  

 

But this is not the end. Besides warning the nation, the prophets also predicted that someday a 

Rescuer would be born, a descendant of Abraham and of King David. Like them, he would never 

worship the fake gods. He would perfectly, permanently re-root the nation and the world in God. 

 

Centuries later that prophecy comes true. Jesus is born, a descendant of Abraham. He does not 

directly declare that he is the long-awaited king or messiah, but he keeps talking like it—“This is 

it! God is reconnecting with earth, setting up his kingdom to deliver his blessings. Follow me and 
see what I mean.” 

 

The authorities of the nation, also descendants of Abraham, decide that Jesus is a fake messiah, 

and they get the Roman governor to execute him. But the Real GOD proves Jesus is the real 

Messiah by bringing him back to life. 

 

Here is the shocker. Jesus’ death changes the line of descent from Abraham. From then on, 

people who are blood descendants of Abraham lose their connection with the promises God gave 

Abraham for as long as they think Jesus is a fake. All those who accept Jesus as the genuine king 
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are grafted into Abraham’s heritage. It does not matter whether they are blood descendants of 

Abraham or not. All is forgiven. They receive the Spirit of Jesus, like a new DNA, a new 

“bloodline”. 

 
These spiritual descendants of Abraham keep getting attacked by people who are furious about 

what they say Jesus is doing and how he is doing it. Nevertheless, they show mercy to their 

attackers, following Jesus’ instructions and example at any price. They know their mission is to 

bless the world. 

 

Why are they so confident? Roots! Through Jesus they are connected all the way back to their 

spiritual forefather Abraham. Jesus also connects them forward, all the way to the end of the 

world, when he will come back to earth in person to assert himself as King and crush all evil. 

 

So that’s our story. That’s why we live the way we live and tell this story so gladly. As 
Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, we spread the news that can turn anyone who trusts 

Jesus into a descendant of Abraham, a participant in God’s 4000-year-old strategy to bless the 

world. 
 

Epilogue  (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 

 

If you have already said, “I’m in. SYNC me!” you have your roots in Abraham. You have his 

spiritual DNA. So let’s get the party started, celebrating with a huge “Yes” to all five of these 

things:  

  

1. Yes, God has provided a new spiritual root to unite and bless humanity, and it all goes 

back to Abraham. 

  

2. Yes, the key to God’s whole strategy is Jesus, the King of blessing, whose wrongful 

death ironically created a way for people like us to become spiritual descendants of 
Abraham. 

  

3. Yes, Jesus puts his Spirit, life, and power into us, rooting us in Abraham and giving us a 

share in the mission of Abraham’s tribe—blessing the whole world. 

  

4. Yes, I am blessing others right now—forgiving everybody for everything like Jesus has 

forgiven me. My roots give me strength to trust God about that. 

  

5. Yes, I am trusting Jesus and his Spirit to help me rise above any rejection I face for him. 

I know my roots in Abraham. I know I am one of the many citizens of Jesus’ kingdom.  
  

If you have not yet said, “I’m in. SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss about this story 

before you would say yes to these things?  

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He roots you in Abraham 

spiritually, so you trust God like Abraham did. That is what the rest of your life will be about—

finding out what Jesus meant when he said, “God is setting up his kingdom to deliver his 

blessings!” 

 
You won’t get to run your own life or build your own kingdom any more, but you will be rooted 

in God’s kingdom, and you will never have to wonder about your identity or purpose again.  

https://www.syncx.org/sync-me
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The Freedom King 
(version 3 of “The Rescuer”)  

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for each 

SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Freedom Season” 

version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please do not 

discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become a 

distraction. 

God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world with life 

everywhere. He gives the first humans, Adam and Eve, 

freedom to enjoy it all, except for the fruit of one tree.  

 

An enemy of God cons them into thinking they should be free to eat it, and they do. Instantly 

they lose their freedom--freedom to hold their heads high, to enjoy life without working, to 

give birth without pain, to live forever, and to have face-to-face visits with God. From there 

things go downhill for generations—each generation seeking to regain freedom, none able to 

find it. 

 

So starting with Abraham, God launches his own freedom restoration plan. Abraham’s 

descendants, the Freedom Tribe, will bless the world with the freedom known by people who 

trust God like Abraham did. Sorry to say, the Freedom Tribe soon gets enslaved and 

oppressed in Egypt. They can’t free anybody, even themselves. 

 

So God frees them his way. Through Moses he sends so many plagues on Egypt that the ruler 

finally decides the whole Freedom Tribe is a curse. He frees them just to get rid of them.  

 

God gives them victory over other tribes that were living in the land of their destiny, 

polluting it with vile customs like child sacrifice. For centuries the Freedom Tribe lives there, 

but their trust in God does not last. They are carried off as captives to Babylon, and God has 

to free them again, bringing them back to their land after 70 years.  

 

Do you know what keeps them going through all their ups and downs? Their prophets who 

tell them that one day God will send the Freedom King, the “Messiah,” to deliver them. He 

will be a descendant of their most famous king, David, and he will be born in David’s 

hometown, Bethlehem. 

 

In God’s time, it finally happens. The Messiah, Jesus, arrives and issues a daring 

proclamation: “This is it! God is setting us free now! Follow me and see what I mean.”  

 

Many people assume he is hinting at starting a revolution against the Roman Empire, which 

ruled over the Freedom Tribe at that time. The crowds love him, but the leaders do not trust 

him. They arrange with the Roman governor to have him executed for blasphemy and 

treason. 

 

Instead of rallying his many followers to rescue him, Jesus sacrifices his freedom to win ours. 

And, oh, how he wins it!  His death as a willing sacrifice frees us from our sin debt to God, 

and on the third day, God frees him from his tomb! 

 

Then Jesus takes his freedom mission to a new level. He shows himself alive and well several 

times before ascending to take his throne in heaven as the Freedom King. Soon he sends his 
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Spirit down into his followers, empowering them to spread his freedom and mercy all over 

the world. 

 

Some people welcome their freedom message, but others, often the powerful people, keep 

interfering and arresting them. It has been the same ever since, but the freedom messengers 

do not give up or shut up. They are able to show the mercy and courage of Jesus because his 

Spirit lives in them. 

 

They also know the secret. Unannounced, the Freedom King will suddenly come back to 

earth in person to complete the freedom mission. Evil is doomed. 

 

So that’s our story. That’s why we live the way we live and tell this story to anybody who 

will listen. As Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, we spread Christ’s freedom and show 

people what a free life is.  

 

Epilogue  (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 
 
If you have already said, “I’m in. SYNC me! Sign me up for the Freedom Tribe,” Jesus Christ 

has set you free from all kinds of things and turned you into an agent of freedom. So let’s get the 

party started, celebrating with a huge “Yes” to all five of these things:  

 

1. Yes, God is the great promoter of human freedom, not the great restrictor. He is 

proactively working his freedom restoration plan. 

 

2. Yes, God’s whole plan revolves around Jesus, who declared freedom and sent all his 

followers to keep declaring it and showing what it looks like. 
 

3. Yes, Jesus puts his Spirit, life, and power into us, plugging us into the freedom mission 

and the Freedom Tribe that goes all the way back to Abraham. 

 

4. Yes, I am a freedom agent—setting people free from their obligation to pay for what they 

did to me. I am freeing them just like Jesus has freed me. 

 

5. Yes, I will trust Jesus and his Spirit to get me through any loss of freedom I may suffer 

because powerful people don’t want to hear the Freedom Declaration. 

 
If you have not yet said, “I’m in. SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss about this story 

before you would say yes to these things?  

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He makes you a free person and 

gives you a role in his freedom restoration plan. That is what the rest of your life will be about—

finding out what Jesus meant when he said, “God is setting us free now!” You won’t get to run 

your own life or build your own kingdom any more, but you will be both freer and better 

connected than you have ever been, and you will know why the name Jesus means, “The Real 

GOD sets free.”  

https://www.syncx.org/sync-me
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The Mother of All Power Struggles 

(version 4 of “The Rescuer”) 

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for each 

SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Power Season” 

version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please do not 

discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become a 

distraction. 

God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world with life 

everywhere. He gives the first humans, Adam and Eve, power to 

rule it all, except for one tree he declares off limits. 

 

An enemy of God cons them into believing God made this rule in order to keep some secret 

knowledge and power from them. As soon as they fall for this lie, they realize their mistake, but the 

damage is done. Their power is broken, and human life becomes one huge power struggle. 

 

God launches his own plan to reconnect humans to his power and to end all human power struggles 

and abuses. He does not launch his plan through a powerful empire like ancient Egypt or Assyria. He 

does it through Abraham and Sarah, an elderly couple who had no children. By his power for good, he 

miraculously gives them a son, whose descendants become a whole nation of twelve tribes. 

 

God connects his own name, his reputation, and his power to this nation in a special way. When the 

nation trusts him and honors him, it is rescued and it thrives even if defeat looks certain from a human 

point of view. When it relies on its own power or seeks power from other gods or allies, it falls even if 

it seems it should succeed.  

 

God sends prophets to promise the nation that its ups and downs will not go on forever. Someday a 

special king, a descendant of the great King David, will rise and rule the entire world with justice and 

peace forever. His power will have no limits. 

 

The nation waits for hundreds of years for this promise to come true, and then one day, a man born in 

King David’s home town and in his family line gets their hopes up. He declares a shocking message 

nationwide: “God’s ancient plan is coming true in our time! God himself is taking power now. Follow 

me and see what I mean.” 

 

He shows God’s power by healing sick people, driving out demons, multiplying food, and doing 

many things that human power cannot do. Everything he teaches is about God’s power arriving on 

earth. He even empowers his followers to do the things he is doing.  

 

One day he goes into the Temple in Jerusalem and starts acting like he is in charge, ordering the 

price-gouging officials to clear out. That pushes the authorities too far. They assert their power to 

arrest, try, and condemn him a few days later. They write his name and his crime on his cross: “Jesus 

of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” He dies there, seemingly powerless. 

 

But the rulers who kill him have no idea what power they are fighting against. God raises the 

executed “criminal” back to life! It proves that God is in control and they are not. He can undo 

anything they do. 

 

For forty days Jesus shows his followers that he is alive again, but he does not appear to anyone else. 

He does not strike his enemies dead. He does not strong-arm anyone into believing he is the Rescuer, 

the Messiah, the rightful heir to the throne of David. Then, without dying again, he returns to heaven 

to take power.  
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His first act from his throne as King of the Universe is to send his Spirit down into his followers, 

putting his power for good into them and authorizing them to be his ambassadors on earth. They get 

to tell people they saw him alive. They get to show his power to heal the sick, and they point people 

to him and his mercy. 

 

Some people welcome Jesus’ powerful representatives; others fight them, especially power holders 

who feel threatened by them. But the messengers keep working courageously anyway. They know 

who they are and they know what their mission is. It is not to take over and rule. Their “power” is 

only the power to point everyone to the King, calling them all to enter his kingdom and welcome his 

transforming power. 

 

They also know that at the set time the King will come back visibly to break the power of his enemies 

once and for all. He will publicly assert his power, and no one will get away with anything ever again.  

 

And that’s why we don’t grab for power or abuse it today. That is not what ambassadors do. As 

Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, our job is to declare that Jesus is giving power back to the 
people, that is, he has defeated the evil powers and authorized us to go on defeating evil in his name 

until he returns to finish the work in person. 

 

That’s our story. That’s why we live the way we live and tell this story to anybody who will listen. 

 

Epilogue   (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 
 
If you have already said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” Jesus Christ has put his Holy Spirit into you, giving 

you all the power and authority you need to make the difference he wants you to make in the world. 

(2 Pt. 1.3) So let’s get the party started, celebrating with a huge “Yes” to all five of these things:  

 

1. Yes, God is the ultimate power holder and he has everything under his control and on 

schedule. All other power holders are temporary until he decides their time is up. 
 
2. Yes, God’s whole plan revolves around Jesus, who willingly laid aside his power and 

sacrificed himself in order to carry out his mission. He warned his followers they would have 

to do the same. 
 

3. Yes, Jesus has put his Spirit, life, and power for good into me, making me a citizen of his 

kingdom and a member of his team of ambassadors on earth. 
 
4. Yes, I keep doing the most basic thing the Spirit empowers me to do—forgiving others for 

everything like Jesus has forgiven me. I will not allow vengeance to block the power flow 

through me. 
 
5. Yes, I will trust Jesus and his Spirit to give me power to endure whatever I may have to suffer 

as an ambassador of the King. 
 

If you have not yet said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss before you would 
say “yes” to these things? 

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He moves into your life, and you be-

come part of the God-powered restoration plan that started with Abraham. That is what the rest of your 

life will be about—finding out what Jesus meant when he said, “God himself is taking power now!”  

 

You won’t get to build your own kingdom anymore or brag about any position of power that God 

assigns you to, but you will live with the power of the Holy Spirit in and around you, connecting you 

with his plan and his people. It doesn’t get any better than that.  

https://www.syncx.org/sync-me
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Unforgivable 
(version 5 of “The Rescuer”)  

 

by Stan Nussbaum                   

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for each 

SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Mercy Season” 

version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please do not 

discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become a 

distraction. 

God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world with life 

everywhere. There is only one rule people have to obey in 

order to keep everything working, and they get duped into 

breaking it! God punishes them but they don’t learn their lesson. Their sons are no better and one 

ends up killing the other. Things get so corrupt and violent that God destroys all but eight humans 

in the Great Flood, but not even those eight learn their lesson.     

 

There has to be a better way for people to learn how to live in God’s world, and so God provides 
one. We see it in the story of Joseph, who gets sold into slavery by his eleven jealous brothers. 

Years later Joseph gets a golden opportunity to kill them all, but he has mercy on them. He even 

provides for them and their families! 

 

That event sets the tone for the whole incredible story of God’s mercy coming into the world 

through the “God Tribe” descended from Joseph’s great-grandfather, Abraham. God later sets up 

an entire forgiveness system of sacrifices and priests through Moses and Aaron. When the tribe 

abuses the system, God punishes them but never wipes them out. 

 
Centuries later, the story of God’s mercy comes to a climax. God sends Jesus, the “Messiah,” the 

one-of-a-kind God-person, to earth through Mary, and it’s perfect. Even his name means, “The 

Real GOD rescues.” Jesus spreads the declaration: “Good news! God’s mercy is arriving. God’s 

deliverance is here. Welcome it, and follow me!” And can you believe it—the authorities get him 

executed!! 

 

That has to be unforgivable, right? They have Jesus’ blood on their hands. But there is a twist in 

the story here. God declares that the senseless, wicked execution of Jesus will be the very thing 

he uses to reveal how deep his mercy goes!  

 
Instead of paying them back, God raises Jesus to life so he can serve as the agent of mercy for 

humanity. Then Jesus presents his own blood to God as the perfect, final sacrifice! He declares 

not Judgment Day but a grace period, and he starts adopting foreigners who accept this incredible 

mercy into the “God Tribe.”  

 

The God Tribe becomes the Mercy Tribe, a huge global task force to spread the news of his 

mercy during the grace period. He gives them all his Holy Spirit so they receive the power to 

show mercy like he did and the grit to endure like he did. 

 
You would think that the whole world would welcome Jesus’ messengers of mercy with open 

arms, and while some do, many are mystified or insulted with the whole idea that they need 

mercy at all. Some would like to receive mercy but don’t want to be merciful to others, and Jesus 

does not allow that. Some of them try everything to silence the messengers. 

 

That’s how things stand for the time being, but it will all change whenever the grace period runs 

out. No mercy then. Jesus, the Rescuer, will come back to earth in person to rescue the forgiven 
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people from those who refused to accept Jesus’ forgiveness and let his mercy transform them. 

Evil will be destroyed not forgiven, and all the mercy-lovers will live in gratitude forever, 

basking in the glory of God with no evil to spoil it. 

 
And that’s why we show mercy like we do today. As Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, we 

are mercy agents during the grace period. We are sneak previews of a grateful, glorious world 

without revenge. 

 

That’s our story. That’s why we live the way we live and tell this story to anybody who will 

listen. 

 

Epilogue   (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 
 

If you have already said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” Jesus Christ has already opened the door of mercy 

for you, and you have already walked through it. So let’s get the party started, celebrating with a 

huge “Yes” to all five of these things: 

 

1. Yes, God is proactively rescuing the human race. He isn’t angrily keeping score and 

reacting to what we do. 
 

2. Yes, God’s whole plan revolves around Jesus, the Rescuer who shows us what mercy 

looks like and what it costs. 

 

3. Yes, Jesus has put his Spirit, life, and power into me, plugging me into the Forgiveness 

Tribe that goes all the way back to Abraham. 

 

4. Yes, I am doing what Tribe members do—showing mercy to others whether they deserve 

it or not. I can afford to do that now that Christ has shown mercy to me. 
 

5. Yes, I will trust Jesus and his Spirit to get me through any suffering that comes from 

those who set themselves up against his message of mercy. 

 

If you have not yet said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss before you 

would say “yes” to these things? 

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He moves into your life and you 

become part of the rescue plan that started with Abraham. That is what the rest of your life will 

be about—finding out what Jesus meant when he said, “Good news! God’s mercy is arriving. 

God’s deliverance is here.”  

 

You won’t get to run your own life or take revenge anymore, but you will be more alive and 

better SYNCed than you have ever been, and you will never again think of the Real GOD as 

judgmental.  
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Having What It Takes 
(version 6 of “The Rescuer”)     

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for each 

SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Courage Season” 

version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please do not 

discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become a 

distraction. 

 
God, the Real GOD, creates a beautiful world with life 

everywhere. The first humans have absolutely nothing to 

be afraid of except God’s one dire warning: “Don’t eat 

from that one poisonous tree.” 

 

An enemy of God tells them that God did not give that command for their good, and they do 

not have what it takes to see through that lie. They eat the fruit and pay the price. Their 

beautiful world becomes a scary world—corrupt, violent, and deadly. 

 

The human race keeps proving we do not have what it takes to undo the mess Adam and Eve 

created, so God launches his own plan to show that it only takes one thing to fix everything. 

That one thing is to trust God, having the courage to do what he says even when it does not 

look right or feel safe to you. You also need the grit to get through the consequences.  

 

Abraham has that kind of trust. When God tells him to leave the security of his homeland and 

emigrate to an unfamiliar land, he does it. When God promises that this will become the 

homeland of a new nation that will descend from him, Abraham believes him. He even is 

willing to obey God’s command to sacrifice his own son, Isaac, on Mount Moriah, but at the 

last second God provides a ram to sacrifice instead. 

 

Like Abraham, many of his descendants trust the Real GOD. Moses, David, Elijah, Daniel, 

and Esther all take incredible risks, believing that God will get them through, and he does. 

Others like Jeremiah come close to dying in prison because they took the risk of speaking the 

painful truth to the king, but God gives him what it takes to endure the pressure without 

cracking. 

 

Centuries later, Jesus takes trust in God to a whole new level. He declares that God’s reign on 

earth is beginning, and he calls his whole nation to “follow him” even though he knows this 

will sound like he is starting a revolutionary movement. He gets arrested, and his followers 

all run away to save their own skins, but still he is not intimidated. He gets tortured but he 

still forgives. 

 

He keeps trusting God, showing the courage and grit of a true hero, and where does it get 

him? Nowhere! He is executed, and there is no lasting impact from anything he did or taught. 

End of story. 

 

But wait. On the third day, God the Father brings his son, Jesus, out of the grave! God comes 

through again; the ultimate proof that he rewards his courageous followers who have what it 

takes to stick with the mission he gives them. 

 

When they see Jesus alive again, his spineless followers are transformed into loyal, 

courageous messengers. After he rises to heaven to take the throne, Jesus sends his Holy 
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Spirit down to live in them, giving them what it takes to face arrest, beating, jail, and even 

execution.  

 

Their grit is powerfully attractive, and the Jesus movement keeps growing. It is still growing 

today, illegally in many parts of the world. And it will keep growing until the set day when 

the risen Jesus comes back in person to show everybody, including us right here, that his 

messengers were telling the truth all along. They had every reason to stick with their mission 

no matter what. 

 

And that’s why we have what it takes to live the way we live and tell this story everywhere. 

As Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers, we trust God for the courage to carry out our 

mission and the grit to endure for the long haul. That’s our story. 

 

Epilogue   (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 

 

If you have already said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” Jesus has already put his Spirit into you. Now 

you have what it takes to endure to the end. So let’s get the party started, celebrating with a 

huge “Yes” to all five of these things: 

 

1. Yes, God can be trusted 100% of the time whether we have obvious victories like 

Abraham and Moses or suffering like Jeremiah and Jesus.  

 

2. Yes, God’s whole plan revolves around the heroic courage and grit of Jesus to face 

the cross and death. He calls us to trust him as sacrificially as he trusted God, his 

Father. 

 

3. Yes, Jesus has put his Spirit into me to overpower my fears and give me the strength 

it takes to trust God no matter what. 

 

4. Yes, I am living dangerously—forgiving everybody for everything like Jesus has 

forgiven me, and trusting God to work out the implications of that. 

 

5. Yes, I will trust Jesus and his Spirit to give me whatever it takes to endure hard times 

and unfair attacks as unflinchingly as Jesus did. 

 

If you have not yet said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss before you 

would say “yes” to these things? 

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He shows you what your 

God-given mission in life is, and he gives you what it takes to stick with it. His Spirit moves 

into your life and you become a worthy spiritual descendant of Abraham, the father of trust.  

 

That is what the rest of your life will be about—finding out what Jesus meant when he said, 

“Trust me! Follow me!” You won’t get to focus on protecting yourself and your own little 

kingdom anymore, but you will live more courageously and honorably than you ever could 

have lived on your own, and no matter what comes, you will have a peace you never 

imagined possible.  

https://www.syncx.org/sync-me
https://www.syncx.org/sync-me


Best Vision Ever 
(version 7 of “The Rescuer”) 

Stan Nussbaum 

Note: There are seven versions of “The Rescuer” story, one for each 

SYNC season (See Yourself iN Christ). This is the “Vision Season” 

version. For details see http://www.syncx.org,/ but please do not 

discuss the seasons in your focus group. They easily become a 

distraction. 

The first humans had it all. There was no way to envision 

anything more beautiful, pleasant, or satisfying. They even 

had frequent visits from the Real GOD himself.  

 
We are obviously not living in an ideal world today. I won’t go into how things changed so 

drastically. I’m just saying that today people have many conflicting visions of what the world 

should be and how to get there. The trouble is that some people will die for their vision, and even 

kill for it.  

 

This story sketches one of those visions for the world. I call it the best vision ever because it is 

more than wishing, hoping, and trying to be good. This vision is ancient, it is true, it flexes for all 

ages and cultures, and its followers may die for it but they will not kill to bring it about. 

 

Picture this vision for the world. It begins 4000 years ago with a man called Abraham, whose 
wife Sarah is old and childless. In a vision one night, God confirms the incredible promises he 

had made to Abraham—Sarah will have a son, his descendants will be as uncountable as the 

stars, God will give them control of a vast area of land, and they will bless every family on earth.  

 

Those promises begin to come true as Abraham’s family grows to become a whole nation and 

gets established in its homeland. God sends prophets like Isaiah who talk of one particular king 

whom God will send at his chosen time. He will rule the entire world, not just the land of 

Abraham’s nation, and his reign will never end! The nation can’t wait for his arrival, but they do 

have to wait for hundreds of years. 
 

And then out of nowhere God finally moves the vision forward. An angel appears to Mary and 

tells her she will miraculously become pregnant with the baby who will make the nation’s vision 

come true. That baby, God’s son Jesus, grows up to declare: “The ancient vision is coming true 

now! God’s glory is on the rise!” He shows it by healing many people, by teaching brilliantly in 

ways that ordinary people could understand, and by calling people to follow him and trust him 

absolutely. 

 

Powerful people see that his vision is to take over everything if they do not stop him. They put 

him on trial for talking like he is the Messiah, the super-king the prophets envisioned and 
predicted, and they accuse him of being a liar whose vision will lead his nation to disaster. They 

sentence him to die on a cross not just to kill him, but to shame him, destroy his reputation, and 

crush his vision. 

 

But it all backfires. All it does is set the stage for the proof that the Real GOD sent him, and his 

vision was true. On the third day, God the Father raises him from the grave!  

 

We might expect him to claim his throne on the spot, going back to the court to ask them, “Can 

you hear me now?” But he does not do that. He returns to his heavenly throne without dying 

again, but before he goes he tells his messengers what to do until he comes back to earth to take 
total control here and destroy evil.  
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His messengers are supposed to embody the vision, not impose it by force! How can they do 

that? He sends his Spirit to turn them into a new kind of human being. They receive Jesus’ mercy 

and become merciful, showing that his vision actually works.  
 

We pick up where those followers left off. People who are pushing some other vision for the 

world do not want any competition from Jesus’ vision. Sometimes they trash his vision or try to 

block us like the powers tried to block Jesus himself, but he lives in us, sticks with us, and gives 

us the grit it takes to endure as he did. 

 

We know who we are—Abraham’s heirs and Jesus’ messengers. We already see the vision 

coming true as he changes us by his Spirit. The future is now! It’s a wonderful way to live. We 

are trailers for the movie the world will see when the Rescuer returns to carry out his vision 

totally. That’s our story.  

 

Epilogue   (may be discussed or omitted, as the focus group leader prefers) 
 
If you have already said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” then you just heard the story of your vision for the 

world. You are ready for this vision to come true, so let’s get the party started, celebrating with a 

huge “Yes” to all five of these things: 

 

1. Yes, the vision that will save the world is not any human vision but God’s vision that he 

has been proactively and patiently working since the time of Abraham. 

 
2. Yes, God’s whole vision for the world revolves around Jesus, the king he sent to make 

the vision come true.  

 

3. Yes, Jesus has put his Spirit, life, and power into me, plugging me into the vision and 

turning me into a different person. 

 

4. Yes, I agree not to force the vision on anyone, but to spread it by living it out.  I will start 

now by forgiving others like Jesus has forgiven me.  

 

5. Yes, I will trust Jesus and his Spirit to get me through any opposition that comes from 
people who are pushing other visions for the world.  

 

If you have not yet said, “I’m in! SYNC me!” what else would you like to discuss before you 

would say “yes” to these things? 

 

Jesus won’t force you in, but once you say yes, he brings you in. He moves into your life and you 

become part of the vision for the world that started with Abraham. That is what the rest of your 

life will be about—finding out what Jesus meant when he said, “God’s glory is on the rise!” 

 

You won’t get to seek any glory for yourself any more, but you will radiate the glory of Jesus 
Christ, and by the power of his Spirit you will contribute to the fulfillment of God’s vision for the 

world, the vision that Jesus himself will finish when he returns to earth. 
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Background information on “The Rescuer” experiment 
 

Following is four pages of material about the nature and objectives of SYNC’s Rescuer 

Experiment. Focus group organizers may include a few snippets of this as they explain the 

focus group task to the participants, adding them to the suggested introductory script that is 

included below in the “Moderator’s Schedule and Template”. 

 

“The Rescuer” Experiment is a project of SYNCx.org. The eventual desired 

outcome is more effective gospel communication in multiple and diverse 

contexts, leading to more transformation of lives and societies. 

 

The immediate goal for the pilot experiment is to see whether participants think 

“The Rescuer” stories are on the right track and should be tested more widely. 
 

 
 
MAIN ASSUMPTION AND AGENDA – WHY THIS IS TIMELY 
Many agencies and churches have broadened their understanding of mission from conversion 

to transformation. This is reflected in the Lausanne Movement’s “Foundational statement” 

where one of the four parts of the Lausanne vision is “Kingdom impact in every sphere of 

society.”1 However, this broader understanding is not yet very widely reflected in the way 

most evangelicals summarize and present the gospel.  

 

Our gospel summaries need to catch up with our understanding of mission.  We need some 

fresh summaries of the gospel that will penetrate deeper, connect better, and lead more 

naturally to the transformation process that will affect “every sphere of society.” 

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 
Find out whether the “Rescuer” stories are well received enough to deserve further local 

development and promotion as a foundation for Christian transformation at all levels. 
 
WHAT ARE THE “RESCUER” STORIES THAT ARE BEING TESTED? 
These stories are seven overlapping versions of the biblical narrative from Genesis to 

Revelation, each with the gospel woven into it in a different way. 

 

All seven versions of the Rescuer story have the same general aim and approach as many 

other panoramic narrative explanations of the Bible and the gospel from a variety of sources 

such as: 
• Firm Foundations, “Creation to Christ,” http://www.fbcva.org/filerequest/7850.pdf 

• God’s Story Project, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGfyxz97uEw 

• Rock International, “The King of Glory,” http://rockintl.org/index.php/rock-resources  

• Answers in Genesis, “The Seven C’s,” https://answersingenesis.org/bible-history/seven-cs-
of-history/  

• Spread Truth, https://thestoryfilm.com/read  

• The American Vision, https://americanvision.org/what-is-the-gospel/ 

• The Gospel Project, https://www.gospelproject.com/2015/03/30/a-5-minute-video-on-the-
big-story-of-the-bible-for-kids/ 

                                                 
1 https://www.lausanne.org/?sfid=27242&_sfm_wpcf-groupings=Foundational%20Statements, seen on 16 April 

2018 
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The stories in this list focus mostly on the question, “How does Jesus take care of your sin 

problem?” My belief is that when the gospel is presented with this focus, there is very little 

foundation or incentive for later transformation that goes deep into the person and widely 

across the society. It is like building the first floor of a building without leaving any steel 

rebar sticking up to attach the second floor later.  It is almost as though no one intends that 

the second floor be built. Of course, it is still possible to add a second floor, but it is a lot 

harder than it needs to be. 

 
The “Rescuer” stories try to leave some rebar sticking out of the gospel summary so that 

transformation can be built on easily later. They do this by focusing on the larger, more 

transformative question, “How does Jesus draw you into his mission of bringing in a new era 

in the story of the world, an era in which he rules?”2 

 

This shift in focus makes our sin problem look more serious, not less. In these Rescuer 

stories, sin is to ignore or resist the new era that Christ proclaimed, died for, and was raised 

to lead. Salvation is to embrace the new era whole-heartedly, walking through the door Christ 

opened for us. Salvation and transformation are intertwined. If we are not involved in the 

new era under Christ’s rule, our sin problem has not been dealt with yet. 

 

We call this approach “transformative evangelism” to distinguish it from the common view 

that evangelism is a self-contained step 1 and transformation is a later step 2.   

 
WHY ARE THE “RESCUER” STORIES BEING TESTED? 

 

The intention of experiment with these seven is not to come up with one “perfect” way to 

summarize the Bible and the gospel. On the contrary, it is to illustrate the richness of God’s 

message when viewed from different angles. These stories are intended as inspirations and 

templates for local writers and editors, who all have full permission to edit them freely and 

produce the “best,” most transformative version for their context as the Spirit leads them.  

 

All seven of the test versions are recent writings by Stan Nussbaum as part of his 

development of www.syncx.org. They are not used officially by any organization, and he has 

no plan to declare any version “finished” or “official”. 

 

As local writers and editors create their own variations, they will produce exactly what Tom 

Steffen said we should be looking for as the next step in global efforts at evangelism and 

discipleship—“new observations in narrative theology”: 

I’ve noticed that while Christian workers may be well-versed in systematic 

theology, fewer are familiar with biblical theology, and even fewer with 

narrative theology. Since the Bible is a Sacred Storybook, a Sacred Drama, 

with narrative as the predominant genre of choice by the Holy Spirit 

(approximately 55% of scripture), I fully expect new observations in narrative 

theology to impact the orality movement in the next decade.” 3 

                                                 
2 Of the gospel summaries in the bulleted list above, the Gospel Project goes the furthest in the direction the 

Rescuer is trying to go. The others tend to go straight from the cross and resurrection to the return of Christ in 

glory, skipping lightly over the Holy Spirit, the Church, and its mission. In other words, they put little emphasis 

on three key biblical connections between the gospel and transformation in the present.  
3 Tom Steffen, “Orality Comes of Age: The Maturation of a Movement.”  

http://ijfm.org/PDFs_IJFM/31_3_PDFs/IJFM_31_3-Steffen.pdf Seen on 31 March 2018 
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The “new observations in narrative theology” will stand out most when local writers are 

distilling the whole Bible and the whole gospel into their own short metanarratives.4 The 

versions of the Rescuer story give them templates for designing those metanarratives. Steffen 

uses the analogy of a clothesline to explain metanarrative.  

To illustrate, if each [Bible story] lesson heard by an audience represented a 

piece of clothing, how would the listeners be expected to hold all the clothes 

without dropping them? We might suggest a linear or circular clothesline to 

remedy the situation. Metaphorically, this illustrates the need for a 

metanarrative of the Sacred Storybook.5 

 

While doing this pilot experiment with the Rescuer stories, we are also gathering data on 

evaluative studies of the effectiveness of other metanarratives. That data will help us and/or 

others design follow-up research to evaluate the actual impact of experiments with the 

Rescuer stories in various contexts.6 

 

CENTRAL RESEARCH QUESTION 
We are only looking at how effective the focus group participants think the stories will be or 

could be if used in their contexts. We will therefore focus on this question: 

Which of the two experimental versions of the “Rescuer” story discussed in 

the focus group do the participants believe will lay the best foundation for the 

transformation of their society, and why is that version the best? 

 

Please note: We are not attempting to tackle directly the question, “How effective are the 

‘Rescuer’ stories as a form of gospel communication?” We will do that later, though you are 

free to do it already if that is the question you want to answer in your own setting, as it may 

well be. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCESS 
Focus groups. The focus group is a standard method of testing and improving the prototype 

of a product, which is essentially what this experiment is about.  

 

Self-selecting participants/locations. One network is running its own experiment with one 

or two groups in each of six countries. Currently we are trying to get locations that are 

somewhat spread out geographically and culturally, but not attempting to get a precise 

regional balance for this pilot study. If you like your first focus group, you are free to set up 

your own cluster of focus groups in your country or region, with or without any contact from 

us. 

 

Composition of each focus group. Local organizers will each decide the composition of 

their own groups, and these may vary widely. Acceptable range of size is 4-12 participants, 

                                                 
4 Some who love systematic theology fear that narrative theology waters down the gospel. See 

https://www.gotquestions.org/narrative-theology.html, para. 4 and 5 explaining why this does not happen when 

narrative theology is done properly. For my part, I believe that narrative theology is more likely to beef up the 

gospel with biblical substance. It is some forms of systematic theology that have been watering down the 

message, producing converts who are not disciples and are not transforming anything. 
5 Steffen, “Orality Comes of Age,” see note 3. 
6 We are still looking for any actual report of evaluative research on one or more of the other Bible panorama 

approaches. There is much anecdotal evidence that those various approaches work better than older approaches 

to evangelism, but not much careful, objective research about them that we have found so far. Chuck Madinger, 

head of the research track in the International Orality Movement, indicates there is need for more of this type of 

study. (Personal communication of 9 April 2018). 
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including the organizer. We are guessing that most of the groups will be composed of 

experienced disciple-makers, but it is also acceptable to have a group of new believers or 

unbelievers. A group may be totally local, totally expat, or any ratio of the two that the 

organizer sees as most useful for his/her local situation. 

 

EVALUATION 
Three measurements about focus group participants: 

1. What do the participants say about the meeting as it ends?  (Evaluation Form A) 

2. How hard was it to get invitees to agree to come to the meeting, and how engaged 

were the participants during the meeting? (Evaluation Form B)  

3. What do the participants do about it afterward, individually or together? (Follow-up 

e-mail to the organizer after one month) 

 

We also will note which versions of the Rescuer story are selected by the most groups and in 

which contexts. That information will be inconclusive but may lead to further experiments of 

many kinds. 

 
VALUE AND USAGE OF FINDINGS 
The main value of the experiment will be in what it sparks in each local context. What, if 

anything, will local groups do with the Rescuer stories once they know they exist? What 

suggestions will focus group leaders make about testing the stories further? 

  



Moderator’s Schedule and Template 
 
(Adjust this template as you deem appropriate. Your primary purpose as moderator is to get and 
keep the discussion going and focused, making sure everyone participates and no one 
dominates.  The role of your assistant is to take notes about the discussion and who said what, 
to call your attention to someone you may not have noticed wanted to say something, and to 
remind you of the time if you should lose track.) 

 

7:00 INTRO  (assuming a meeting from 7:00-8:30; adjust start time as needed) 
Thanks very much for joining us today. We trust that by the time you leave, you will be very glad 
you got in on this discussion. (Make introductions if any participants do not know each other.) 
 
We have come together because we all want to see more effective gospel communication in our 
ministries, leading to more transformation of lives and our whole society. If our discussion spurs 
us on toward that, it will have been very worthwhile. Let’s pray and ask God to move us in that 
direction together. 
 
[PRAYER BY TWO OR THREE] 
 
Let me give a tiny bit of background about this project and our task today so we can confidently 
launch into our work. This whole exercise is about how we summarize the gospel when we 
present it to unbelievers or when we teach the basics to new believers. 
 
Globally there seems to be a problem with the way the Church is doing it because we are making 
so many Christians and so few genuine disciples. People say yes to the gospel but do not go 
forward on the path of discipleship. We need ways to summarize the gospel that penetrate 
deeper and lead more naturally to transformation. 
 
A well-traveled, multi-cultural missionary, Stan Nussbaum, has drafted seven new versions of the 
biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation, each with the gospel woven into it in a different way. 
You can get a copy of all seven later if you want, but since that is far too many to discuss in one 
meeting, we will only look at two of them today, the two I thought would be of most interest to us. 
 
We will spend 25 minutes on each of these and then have 10 minutes to compare their pros and 
cons. We will see if there is any consensus on two main questions:  
1) Which of the two versions would work better in our setting?  
2) Would either version work better than the way we summarize the gospel now? 
 
As you hear the stories, remember that they have three main aims:  

• Clarify the gospel and “Christianity” for curious or confused non-believers 

• Give recent converts the big picture of Scripture as a framework for life transformation 

• Help long-time superficial converts realize what the transforming gospel really is 
 
As we discuss the two gospel summaries, please feel free to express both your likes and your 
dislikes, since both kinds of feedback will help the SYNC experiment. We are using normal focus 
group guidelines here, such as, no one sitting on the sidelines and no one dominating; 
everyone's expressions are right and we respect them; avoid rabbit trails; end on time, etc.  
 
Any questions before we start? 
 

7:15  DISCUSSION OF VERSION 1 
In a minute, we will read through the first version we will discuss today, but before we do, we 
would like you each to picture one person or group, such as a friend you are trying to bring to 
Christ or a group of new believers you are discipling. Try to listen to the story with their ears. 
Keep them in mind as you discuss later. 
(Read the story out loud or have a participant read it. Some people listen to this type of story 
better with eyes closed. Five minutes to read the story; 20 minutes to discuss it) 



1. What would your friend or group be thinking and feeling if they heard what 
you just heard? 7   
1.1. What would they like about the gospel if they heard it in this way? 
1.2. What would they not like?  
1.3. What would they probably ask about? 
1.4. What aspect of this story would transform their world if they grasped and accepted it? 
1.5. If you could change one thing about the story to make it more transformative for your 

friend, what would you change? (Add, expand, reword, soften, delete, etc.) 
1.6. Is there anything in this story that does not ring true to Scripture as you understand it? 

 

7:40  DISCUSSION OF VERSION 2 
Remember to think of your friend or friends and imagine how this other version of the story would 
sound to them. (Read the story out loud or have a participant read it. Five minutes to read the 
story; 20 minutes to discuss it) 

2. What would your friend or group be thinking and feeling if they heard what 
you just heard?  
2.1. What would they like about the gospel if they heard it in this way? 
2.2. What would they not like?  
2.3. What would they probably ask about? 
2.4. What aspect of this story would transform their world if they grasped and accepted it? 
2.5. If you could change one thing about the story to make it more transformative for your 

friend, what would you change? (Add, expand, reword, soften, delete, etc.) 
2.6. Is there anything in this story that does not ring true to Scripture as you understand it? 

 

8:05 COMPARISON OF VERSIONS 1 & 2 

Our main questions to discuss in the next 10 minutes are: 

3. Which of the two versions would work better in our setting?  
3.1. Why do we think so?  
3.2. What is it about this version that will help the gospel penetrate better? 

4. Would either version work better than the way we share the gospel now?  
4.1. What does that version bring out more clearly than our typical gospel summary does?  
4.2. How does that emphasis drive the gospel message home?  
4.3. Does this version leave out or underemphasize any gospel truths we usually emphasize 

a lot?  

 
8:15  SURVEY 

(Hand out the paper survey with pens/pencils)  
 

8:25  CLOSING 

Prayer 
Thanks for coming 

                                                 
7 Throughout the instructions, the sub-questions such as 1.1, 1.2, etc. are all optional. Only use one or more of 

them if the main question above does not get a discussion going as you hope. They may also be used to steer the 

discussion back to the key topic in case it starts down a rabbit trail. The note-taker should definitely use the 

main question numbers 1, 2, 3, 4. You may also use sub-question numbers as long as it is easy and obvious to 

you, but omit them if/when it gets confusing. (The discussion of a main question may hit two or more sub-

questions at once and it may jump all over among the sub-questions.) Also please record which version of the 

Rescuer is “Version 1” in this group, and which is “Version 2”. 



Report forms 

Evaluation Form A: Participants’ reflections 
To be completed by all participants in the final few minutes of the focus group session 
 

1. How likely is it that you would have agreed to participate in this meeting if you had understood at 

that time what you understand now about how the meeting would go? 

a. Very likely       b. Likely        c. Not sure      d. Unlikely     e. Very unlikely 
 

2. Rate the two versions of “The Rescuer” that you discussed on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is worst 

(with the least power for transformation) and 5 is best (most transforming) for your context: 
 

Circle your rating 

Weak               OK             Strong 
Number and title of story  

(skip those you did not discuss) 

1 2 3 4 5    1. A Matter of Life or Death 

1 2 3 4 5    2. Uprooted 

1 2 3 4 5    3. The Freedom King 

1 2 3 4 5    4. The Mother of All Power Struggles 

1 2 3 4 5    5. Unforgivable 

1 2 3 4 5    6. Having What it Takes 

1 2 3 4 5    7. Best Vision Ever 
 

3. Using the same scale (5 means very transforming), how would you rate the method you usually 

use to summarize and present the gospel:  (circle your rating)         Weak  1    2    3    4    5  Strong 
 

4. If you could only use one method of sharing the gospel when you evangelize or disciple, which 

would you use:  

a. The way we already summarize it 

b. The first version of the Rescuer we discussed 

c. The first version of the Rescuer we discussed 

d. Other, such as "adapt first or second version before using it," "combine two of the above 

to create our own version," etc. 

e. Not sure 
 

5. How easy or hard is it for you to picture a situation where your church or agency would use at 

least one of the versions of the Rescuer story that you discussed today?  

a. Very easy. I can think of several good situations right now. 

b. Easy. People will like the stories. 

c. Not sure.  

d. Hard. It would take a lot of preparation and promotion. 

e. Very hard. Unrealistic to think this will ever happen here.  
 

6. Is there anyone you feel you want to tell about either or both the stories you discussed? If so, 

describe who they are (no names) and why you would tell them. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. How likely is it that in the next week or two you will try out one or more of the stories with your 

family, friends, or some other individual or group to see what they think of it? 

a. Very likely b. Likely c. Not sure d. Unlikely e. Very unlikely 
 

8. If you share a Rescuer story with someone, which method are you most likely to use 

a. Conversation  b. e-mail/text  c. class/group meeting  d. print  e. other _____________  
 

9. Suppose that one of today’s participants says to you, “The Rescuer story is good but we need to 

edit it to make our own version. Will you help me work on this?” How would you reply? 

a. Yes, I will help        b. Maybe. Let’s discuss it.    c. No, sorry 
 

10. Do you give permission to be contacted by e-mail in 2-3 weeks for a follow-up survey with four 

multiple choice questions?   a. Yes      b. No     E-mail address (if not already given in question 2): 

______________________________. (Your address will be deleted after use) 
 

11. Do you wish to receive an e-mail copy of all seven “Rescuer” stories in English? If so, write your 

e-mail clearly here: ______________________________. (Your address will be deleted after use) 
 

Thank you for your service to the Lord, to your people, and to SYNCx.org in this experiment. May the 

Lord reward you as you keep on discovering how wide, long, high, and deep Christ’s love is.  



Report forms 

Evaluation Form B: Organizer’s comments on group nature and 
participation 

Only the organizer fills this out. As soon as possible after the meeting. 
 

1. What was the date of your focus group meeting? 

2. What language(s) did the meeting take place in?  

3. How many people besides you attended? 

4. How many of those were expats? 

5. How many were women?  ____ How many were men? ____ 

6. Which of these best describes the attendees at your meeting 

a. A group that meets regularly for other purposes, such as a field team, an inter-

church association, or a board 

b. A combination of some who are in a regular meeting together plus others who 

were invited to join for this one occasion 

c. A one-time meeting of a group that rarely if ever was together before 

d. Other ___________________________________________ 

7. On a scale of 5 with 5 being the hardest, how hard was it to get people to agree to 

come to the meeting? Circle your answer. 

Easiest    0   1   2  3  4     Hardest 

Optional: comment on any factor(s) that made this easy or difficult  

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Which two versions of the Rescuer story did your group discuss? (theme or 

approximate title) ______________________________________________________ 

9. Who chose those two versions: 

a. You decided by yourself 

b. You accepted the suggestion of one other person senior to you 

c. You and one other person decided together 

d. You and several others decided together 

e. Other __________________ 

10. Do you give SYNCx.org permission to contact you to discuss on Skype how 

you/others decided which versions to use? If no, leave this blank. If yes, give your 

Skype name if you know it. Otherwise give your e-mail. 

_____________________________ 

11. On a scale of 5 with 5 being the liveliest, how lively was the discussion during your 

meeting? 

Very slow    0      1   2  3 4 5       Very lively 

Optional: comment on any factor(s) that affected this ____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. What was the best thing about the group meeting?  ____________________________ 

13. Where could the meeting have gone better? What might you do differently if you 

could do it over?  ______________________________________________________ 

14. Optional: Anything else you want to call to the attention of the SYNC team? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your service to the Lord, to your people, and to SYNCx.org in this experiment. 

May the Lord reward you as you keep on discovering how wide, long, high, and deep 

Christ’s love is. 
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